CHARLES   FROHMAN

Frohtnan's production of "Nelly Neil" at the Aldwych.
Theater in 1907 was one of the most superb musical
comedy presentations ever made. For this Prohman
imported Joseph Coyne from America to do the leading
juvenile r61e. He became such a great favorite that he
has remained in England ever since.

Just as Edna May had bidden farewell to America
in "The Catch of the Season/* so she now bade farewell
to the English stage in "Nelly Neil." She had become
engaged to Oscar Lewisohn, who insisted on an early mar-
riage. About this time Frohman and George Edwardes
secured the English rights to "The Merry Widow."
They both urged Miss May to postpone her marriage
and appear in it. Miss May was now compelled to de-
cide between matrimony and what would have been
perhaps her greatest success, and she chose matrimony,

Her good-by appearance on the stage, May i, 1907,
was one of the most extraordinary events in the history
of the English theater. This lovely, unassuming Ameri-
can girl had so completely endeared herself to the hearts
of the London theater-goers that she was made the
center of a tumultuous farewell. The day the seat-sale
opened there was a queue several blocks long. During
the opening performance Charles sat in his box alone.
When some friends entered he was in tears. He had a
genuine personal affection for Miss May, and her retire-
xnent touched him very deeply.

In connection with "Nelly Neil" there is a little story
which illustrates Charles's attitude toward his produc-
tions. He had spent a fortune on "Nelly Neil," and it
was not a financial success. After giving it every chance
he instructed Lestocq to put up the two weeks' notice.
Lestocq remarked that it was a shame to end such anewspapers
